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that the long-range goal is 
to have three jailers work-
ing at all times.

“My stance then was we 
are understaffed in the jail,” 
Hoffman said. “My stance 
today is we are still under-
staffed.”

Request goes 
unanswered

The request wasn’t acted 
on Feb. 19 when a motion 
from Commissioner Sheila 
Biggs to hire a jailer was 
dropped for lack of  a sec-
ond. Commissioner Everett 
Kolling was not at the meet-
ing, leaving Commissioner 
Joe Nold to second the 
motion.

Nold said Wednesday 
he would make the same 
decision today. At meetings 
before Feb. 19, he said, the 
commissioners had “figured 
out how to cut 10.4 percent 
from the (county) budget.”

Then on the 19th, Nold 
said, he and Biggs were 
hit with a request to “add 
expenses.” Plans to buy two 
patrol cars for the depart-
ment were also nixed.

“It’s tough economic 
times,” Nold said. “We 
weren’t offended by (Hoff-
man) asking.”

While he understands the 
financial decision, Hoffman 
is steadfast in his opinion 
that the jail needs more 
jailers.

“I don’t want to give any-
body the impression that the 
jail itself  is unsafe. We have 
a very nice facility,” he said. 
“The jail has moved into the 
21st century. The way we are 
staffing it has not.”

The commissioners’ deci-
sion was not taken person-
ally.

“(Nold) made his denial 
based on what he thought 
was best for the financial 
state of  the county,” Hoff-
man said. “I made my 
request based on my expe-
rience and knowledge, in 
regard for the safety and 
security of  the operation 
I’m responsible for.”

The jail, with 40 beds and 
an average daily inmate 
population of  25, has nine 
jailers, supervisor included, 
who provide coverage 
around the clock. To add 
one more would require 

$35,000 for salary and ben-
efits, Hoffman said, plus 
training, uniforms and 
equipment.

The sheriff ’s office has 
11 regular patrol officers, 
counting the officer run-
ning the Drug Awareness 
Resistance Education pro-
gram and a canine officer.

“We’re OK on the patrol 
side, but the only reason 
we’re OK is we have not 
reassigned anybody to nar-
cotics,” Hoffman said.

Moving an officer to the 
jail would leave his patrol 
crew short.

It’s a constant problem
Staffing is a constant 

problem at county jails, 
Saline County Sheriff  Glen 
Kochanowski said. While 
funding shortfalls are 
understandable, he said, 
“You don’t cut expenses on 
the safety side.”

There are no state stan-
dards for jail staffing, Koch-
anowski said. The Saline 
County Jail — with 192 beds 
and a daily average in 2008 
of  186 inmates — based its 
staffing on a consultant’s 
advice.

Currently, the jail in 
Salina has between seven to 
nine jailers a shift, and just 
as in Abilene, Kochanowski 
said more are needed.

Hoffman said he didn’t 
consult with anyone regard-
ing staffing at the Dickinson 
County Jail, but rather, 
relied on his own experience.

While one jailer won’t 
solve the staffing concerns, 
he said, “It’s a step in the 
right direction.”

Kochanowski suggested 
that Dickinson County com-
missioners listen to their 
sheriff.

“If  he doesn’t think he 
has enough staff  to handle 
his prisoners, he doesn’t 
have enough staff  to keep 
his people safe. Then he has 
to keep his inmates safe,” 
Kochanowski said. “If  you 
don’t have the staff  to do 
what is needed to watch 
them, then you’re going 
to have happen what hap-
pened.”

More mentally ill inmates
He said the number of  

Saline County Jail inmates 
with suicidal tendencies 
has grown.

“We are dealing with an 
increasing number of  peo-
ple with mental problems, 
people who don’t have any 
place to go, but they end up 
in the jail,” Kochanowski 
said.

At times, he said, there 
are three or more inmates 
on suicide watch. They are 
given paper clothing to wear 
and paper sheets for their 
beds, and are watched con-
stantly.

While it’s been about 10 
years since the last suicide 
at the Saline County Jail, 
they can occur any time and 
any place, he said.

“Let’s face it. You don’t 
have enough eyes and ears 
to watch everything all the 

time,” Kochanowski said.
He backs Hoffman and 

his recommendation to add 
jail staff.

“I feel for the Abilene 
sheriff,” Kochanowski said. 
“That bothers me that we 
place money importance 
over safety.”

n Reporter Tim Unruh can 
be reached at 822-1419 or by 
e-mail at tunruh@salina.
com.
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over guidelines for assess-
ing storm damage. The ice 
storm left nearly 60,000 coop-
erative members statewide 
without power.

The two sides met in 
December in Topeka for 
talks, after FEMA offered 
about $39 million for what 
the rural power companies 
estimated was about $340 
million in damage from the 
deadly storm.

“The difficulty early on 
was that there wasn’t any 
clarity or certainty how to 
make the damage assess-
ment from an engineering 
perspective,” said Stuart 
Lowry, executive vice presi-
dent and general counsel for 
the cooperatives’ association 
in Topeka.

The utilities complained 

that the contractors FEMA 
hired to survey the damage 
initially were inexperienced 
at judging the effects of  ice 
storm damage on power 
lines. Those contractors also 
did their inspections in June 
and July, when damage to 
the lines was not necessarily 
as visible, Lowry said.

The discussions in Decem-
ber focused on an agreed-upon 
way to measure the damage.

DS&O has hired addi-
tional personnel and will 
add contractors to complete 
the three-year rebuilding 
process. FEMA’s reimburse-
ment will cover 75 percent 
of  the cost of  repair and 
replacement, the state of  
Kansas will cover 10 percent 
of  the damage and DS&O 
will cover 15 percent, plus 
the cost of  any upgrades or 
additional mitigation.

DS&O’s sum includes 
several thousand dollars 
reimbursement for emer-
gency repairs necessary 
immediately after the storm, 
said Don Hellwig, general 
manager of  the utility.

The utility has already 
begun buying materials 
for the repairs, and its own 
repair crews should be at 
work within a matter of  
weeks, Hellwig said.

Without FEMA’s reim-
bursement, it’s likely that 
DS&O’s customers would 
have faced a 9 to 10 percent 
rate increase to cover the 
repair costs, he said. The 
same is true of  Bluestem’s 
customers, said Ken Magin-
ley, general manager.

Bluestem plans to do most 
of  the repairs with its own 
crews, Maginley said.

“As we get into it, and we’re 

not making the progress we 
expect, we may go out for con-
tractor help later, he said.

Hellwig said he expects 
FEMA’s statewide reim-
bursement to utilities to 
total between $300 million 
and $400 million.

DS&O’s repairs by county:
n  Dickinson, 128 miles of  

line with repair costs esti-
mated at $5,087,300.

n  Saline, 85 miles with 
repair costs estimated at 
$3,212,600.

n  McPherson, 36 miles, 
$1,390,500.

n  Ottawa, 27 miles, 
$1,073,000.

n  Geary, 14 miles, $530,000.
n  Marion, 17 miles, 

$619,800.
n  Cloud, five miles, 

$197,000.
n  Morris, three miles, 

$92,500.
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wake of  the tornado that 
leveled much of  downtown 
Chapman on June 11, 2008.

“The 75 percent for the 
reconstruction is not in 
jeopardy,” Bob Wilhelm, 
an official with the Kansas 
Division of  Emergency 
Management, said at a 
meeting Wednesday night 
at the Carlton Community 
Center. “You do not have to 
start by July 9.”

But there are conse-
quences if  ground is not 
broken by that date, Wil-
helm told an audience that 
approached 100 people.

If  work is not going to 
proceed by the one-year 
anniversary, the Federal 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency must grant 
an extension in order to 
preserve eligibility for 
assistance with cost of  

temporary measures, such 
as modular classrooms and 
storage expenses.

It’s been demoralizing
 Students in Chapman are 

currently in modular class-
rooms, an experience teach-
ers at the meeting described 
as demoralizing and disrup-
tive for students.

“I’ve had more discipline 
issues in the last three 
months,” said Middle 
School Principal Bruce 
Hurford. “This has been a 
huge thing for our kids. We 
are in a situation where we 
can’t deliver the same edu-
cational value.”

Wilhelm explained that 
there is little guidance on 
what criteria FEMA will 
use in deciding whether to 
allow an extension when 
the one-year deadline is 
missed. Federal regulations 
simply say an extension 

will be considered if  there 
are “extenuating” circum-
stances.

Mickey Gamble, a 
public assistance special-
ist with FEMA, told the 
Salina Journal this week 
that extensions have been 
granted in the past because 
bond issues were initially 
defeated.

A more substantial dead-
line occurs Jan. 9, 2010, or 
18 months from the disaster 
declaration.

“For permanent work, 
you have 18 months to 
complete that project,” Wil-
helm said. “If  you cannot 
complete that project (in 18 
months), you apply for an 
extension.”

He emphasized that these 
extensions are granted by 
Kansas officials, not FEMA. 
While they are not auto-
matic, he told the audience 
that they are available if  

the community is making 
a good faith effort to move 
forward.

“We work hard to get you 
those extensions,” he said.

Some of  the people at the 
meeting said FEMA offi-
cials had told the Chapman 
School Board that money 
for reconstruction — not 
just money for temporary 
housing — would be jeop-
ardized if  construction is 
not started within one year. 
A fact sheet on the Chap-
man School District Web 
site appeared to repeat that 
message.

However, Wednesday 
evening, the fact sheet had 
been revised to emphasize 
that reimbursements for 
temporary measures would 
be jeopardized if  the dead-
line is not met.

Here’s why they’re bigger
Considerable time — the 

meeting lasted more than 
an hour and a half  — was 
spent discussing the fact 
that the Chapman high 
school, middle school and 
elementary school will be 
growing by almost 50 per-
cent, from 212,000 square 
feet to 312,000 square feet.

Wilhelm stressed that 
federal funds will help 
reconstruct only equivalent 
buildings. The new build-
ings have been judged to 
be equivalent by FEMA, 
because they offer the same 
functionality, even though 
they are physically larger, 
he said.

The need for larger build-
ings derives from a domino 
effect. Before the tornado 
hit, the middle and elemen-
tary schools shared several 
spaces, including kitchen, 
dining and gym.

The middle school is in a 
flood plain, and in order to 

be eligible for federal aid, 
the lot must be built up 4.5 
feet to take it above the 500-
year flood plain elevation. 
When that is done, there no 
longer is room in the imme-
diate area for the elemen-
tary school, Wilhelm said.

The consequence is that 
both buildings now have 
spaces that previously were 
shared.

A letter from Brent Bow-
man, the Chapman school 
project architect, to Chap-
man Superintendent Tony 
Frieze notes increases in 
classroom and educational 
space:

n Elementary school, 
from 16,626 square feet to 
19,823 square feet.

n Middle school, from 
18,862 square feet to 24,742 
square feet.

n High school, from 20,774 
square feet to 28,744 square 
feet.
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Salina in line for 
housing money

More than $350,000 in 
federal money for the 
“development of  workforce 
housing” is on the way 
to Salina, according to a 
news release issued late 
Wednesday by Salina Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
president/C.E.O. Dennis 
Lauver.

Lauver wrote in an e-mail 
that the Kansas congres-
sional delegation played a 
role in securing $368,750. 
The money is contained 
in legislation to fund the 

federal government during 
fiscal 2009.

“The funds will be 
matched with approxi-
mately $130,000 from the 
Salina Economic Develop-
ment Strategic Plan to help 
us stimulate development 
of  workforce housing in 
Salina,” Lauver wrote. 

“At this point, we know 
most but not all of  the exact 
details associated with this 
return of  federal money 
to Salina so there is some 
research to be completed 
before we move ahead.”

Lauver wrote that, in 
the coming months, there 

likely will be meetings with 
homebuilders, lenders and 
developers. 

Husband of missing 
mom faces charge

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
— The husband of  a miss-
ing Kansas City mother has 
been charged with stealing 
a handgun.

Shon Pernice is accused 
of  stealing the gun in late 
January, almost a month 
after his 35-year-old wife, 
Renee Pernice, went miss-
ing. Police believe she is 
dead and have named Per-

nice a person of  interest in 
the case.

But prosecutors said the 
charge filed Wednesday is 
unrelated to the disappear-
ance.

Pernice is being held on 
$25,000 bond.
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“Express Bucks” are being collected by area classrooms that are 
reading “Pony Express Rider” serial story in the Salina Journal.
For more information about the “Express Bucks” contest, go to 

www.salina.com/nie/ or call 822-1470.

 EXPR ESS B UCK EXPR ESS B UCK

 $ $ $ $ $ $

 $ $ $

You can’t 
eat just one

825-COZY

 215 W. 2nd, Downtown Minneapolis • 785-392-3035
 Monday-Saturday 9-5 • After hours by appointment

 finer womens clothing

 French Dressing
 Vanilia
 Southern Lady
 & Koret Jeans

 Regular Priced Jeans Only. 
 Now through 2-28-09. Includes all colors. 

 In stock jeans only.

 25%  *
 O
 F
 F

827-SPAS
1-800-750-SPAS
1125 E. Crawford

JacuzziJacuzzi
3 Month’s Deferred Payment3 Month’s Deferred Payment

 Desks &
 Office Chairs

 15%
 Thursday-Sunday

 4 DAYS
 ONLY!

785-404-2323 • 1503 S. 9th • 2 Doors South of Bogeys! 

 OFF

Mahogany Desk

Black Leather Chair

Oak Desk with Hutch

 On Sale Now!

 Overstock
 2024 S. Ohio • Salina  •  827-0408  P HARMACY

HelpingHelping
KeepKeep

Your Your 
FamilyFamily

HealthyHealthy
Since 1961Since 1961

PUSH-PULL
SHOVE
SALE

Free Navigation
With Every Purchase!

Dodge • Chrysler • Nissan
1-888-887-7203

$2,000
Minimum
Trade-In Value


